Judo: A Cultural History of Martial Art — Public Lecture

Out of the East:
The Early Introduction of Judo to the UK

Dr Mike Callan
Associate Professor
Department of Psychology, Sport and Geography
International Judo Research Unit
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Abstract

* Judo, developedin Japan in 1882 by Jigoro Kano from a synthesis of
forms of unarmed martial arts, soon spread internationally. It made
its way to the UK, and was popularised in the music halls, receiving a

boost due to an interest in ‘Things Japanese’ following the Russo-
Japanese war.

* This talk explores the introduction of judo to the UK around the
early part of the twentieth century. Drawing on archival material
from the Bowen Collection at the University of Bath, it focusses on
the chronology of the characters and context that led to the
adoption of the ‘gentle way’.
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Things Japanese

* Basil Hall Chamberlain (1850 — 1935) s 4
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* Professor of Japanese at Tokyo
Imperial University

* Livedin Japan 1873 — 1911
* 1890, ‘Things Japanese’
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What is termed Jujutsu is a separate art, and ranks higherin
aristocratic esteem than the ordinary wrestling (Sumo)
practised by the fat wrestlers.

It’s principles, like those of so many Japanese arts, were
formerly handed down as an esoteric secret from teacherto
teacher; But the leading idea has always been clear enough -
not to match strength with strength but to win by yielding to

strength, in other words by pliancy.

Things Japanese - ‘Wrestling’ (1904. 5" edition p.513)
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Out of the East Litondis Keag

* L afcadio Hearn (1850-1904), went to Japan in 1890 to
teach English

* Friend of Basil Hall Chamberlain

* 1891, Hearn obtained a teaching position at the Fifth =
High Middle School in Kumamoto, where he spent the |
next three years

JONATH

* The headmaster was Jigoro Kano
* 1895 the book ‘Out of the East’ with a chapter “Jiujutsu’
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| remember that | was not a little astonished when one of the
greatest teachers of jiujutsu* told me that he found it
extremely difficult to teach a certain very strong pupil, whom |
had innocently imagined to be the best in the class.

On asking why, | was answered: “Because he relies upon his
enormous muscular strength and uses it.”

The very name fjiujutsu’ means to conquer by yielding.
*Kano Jigoro

Out of the East. p139
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The old samurai art of fighting without weapons

* 1888, London, The Asiatic Society of Japan
Wlmé,ﬂ; 5 ':h'“"a PO

* Rev +homas Lindsay and Jigoro Kano
eﬁ’ﬁncrfu‘csux the'Old Samurai Art of Fighting,
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Jujitsu: The Ancient Art of Self Defence by Sleight of Body

* 1892, London, inaugural meeting of the Japan Society

* Tetsujird Shidachi (1867-1946), prominent Japanese banker
and judoka

* ‘Jujitsu: The Ancient Art of Self Defence by Sleight of Body’
A
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Jujitsu: The Ancient Art of Self Defence by Sleight of Body

* The Birmingham Daily Post, April 22, 1892

: mfﬁi’ mPugurﬂmf. ki f th first session ||
- & ina mes o ) _ ]
“lof the Japan Society nﬁ'ﬂ] be held om the |
‘| evenieg of to-merrow week, in the hall off.
the ®Society of Arts, when the Japanesé
'| Minister to England (Viscount Kawasé), who
is the president, will take thﬂchm_i‘i:!.d& Ver an
inay address. DMr. T. Shidachi, secretary to
the Bank of Japan, Toldo, will then read a paper
upon * Ju-jitsu,” which was the sncient Japanese
art of self-defence by sleight of body ; and this he|.
will illnstrate by ieal demonstrations, in which
: | he will be aasi by Mr., Daigoro Goh, one of the
honorary secretaries. To add tothe attractions of
this inapraral evening, objects of interest fmm’-
Japan will be exhibited.

T loswn that at tha anniversary meetine of the
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Jujitsu and Judo: The Japanese Art of Self
Defence from the British Athletic Point of View

* 1901, London, The Japan Society
* Edward William Barton-Wright (1860-1951)
* Had worked in Japan

* Lecture, Jujitsu and Judo: The Japanese Art of Self
Defence from the British Athletic Point of View

* Adapted ‘the Japanese method’ for the British manin a
suit, carrying a walking stick

* Created ‘Bartitsu’ as in ‘Barton’s JiuHjitsu.” in 1899
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Edward William Barton-Wright (1860-1951)

* Barton-Wright invited Yukio Tani and Sadakazu Uyenishi to
the UK

e Teach at the Bartitsu school

e Perform in the music halls.

International Judo
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OF

PHYSICAL CULTURE

AND

BRITISH SPORT.

LONDON:

ANDOW’S  MAGAZINE

~ HARRISON & SONS, ST. MARTIN'S LANE.
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Zllustrated by R. NOEL POCOCK.

§ HAT is Bartitsu?” asked the
Person-\vho—draws~the-picturcs,
as we walked down Regent

Strect.

“Bartitsu and Jujitsu,” T began, with
arefined Japanese accent.

“Caught a chill 7 ” enquired the person.

“No; why ?”

“Thought you were sneezing,” said he.
“Go on.”

But truth to tel | could not go far; for
it was with the intention of learning so
please the Fates and Mr, Barton-Wright,
that I attended the ‘Tournament which
Was recently promoted by the latter, and
held at the S, James’s Hall on December
1rth last, with a viey to placing before
the public scientific €xposition of hig

It cannot be said that the conductof e
Tournament was a matter for congratiz
tion to those concerned in its organisatia
And, to anticipate for the moment, gk
a good evening's sport was eventulf
obtained, we did not learn much &
Bartitsu. The hall is large and wis! b{
well filled, particularly as regards
unreserved seats, where a 1‘5‘4",’1}
expectant throng. filled every avd®
corner.

Everything comes to him W e
The audience did that. F““bf('cqx}m}
indulged in occasional cat-calls L;e,
references to the statement OF Idb;gﬂ,
gramme that the tournament WOU° "5,

sttt
at 9 pm. punctually, and mlf et

ho we

Girst item of _the progran‘lmc’,’
sThe J geotlemen, will be the third.
ples 2 e announcement eventually
7his the platform by Mr. Barton-

fmﬂ:hom we bhad never suspected
“or Irish tendencies. Elucidated,
the remark
meant that the
third event on
the printed pro-
gramme—a dis-
play and bout
between In-
structor  Pierre

Vigahs world’s champion, and Mr. Noel,
st of the Bartitsu School of Arms,
{lstrating the Bartitsu methods of self-
delence with a walking-stick—would be
skca first. ;

Enler, then, M. Vigny, tall, well set up,
ad museular, walking-stick in hand, to
. give a preliminary demonstration of the
wrious cuts and parries used in walking-
sickplay. It is difficult to describe his
aitectaining  performance. The Person-
wio-draws-the-pictures opined it was an
Iish jig (with shillalah). The man
Ictind me was firm in the belief that it
#s2 demonstration of a new method of
smalling, and that the demonstrator had

staton to the stage to “ make the best
s he could with the Roers” The
040 in front of me came to the con-
i was a life-like imitation of Sousa
B¢ his band. At any rate, it was
‘°¢ and pretty to watch,
M. Vignyand his pupil,
" Was more instructive. A dis-
Yeritable fencing pyrotechnics, it
ly to illustrate the variety
execution which marks the
principles, broadly
le-stick play, there is

“;rtghl» #

AR

po with walking-sticks,

THE BARTITSU TOURNAMENT.

29
oﬂ.'cncc, can be shifted from hand to hand
wu!) lightning speed. Rapidity ang
variety of motion are the two wmain
features of the play; and it is evident that
in practised hands—practised to an almost
fanciful extent—a walking-stick may be
made a very pretty and usefyl implement
of both offence and defence,

Next on the programme came a display
of Bartitsu wrestling methods, by Mr.
Barton-Wright's two Japanese exponents
of the art, Uyenishi and Tanj, The Iatter
have been performing in public sorecently
in London that many readers of Saxpoy's
Macazine will be  familiar with their
peculiar style, which should be regarded,
be it noted, not so much asa form of sport,
as a means of self-
defence. Very pic-
turesque figures the
Japs made as they
walked on to the
stage, their slight
but well-knit frames
robed in loose and
baggy native cos-
tume, Uyenishi
witha “vaccination
mark " between his
shoulders, as g
neighbour of mine in the audience saw fit
to describe the peculiar red Japanese
symhol embroidered on his tunie,

The performance commenced with an
exhibition of the
various falls prac-
tised under Bartitsu
rules, which, briefly,
allow you to dis-
posc of your oppo-
nent in the most
summary and con-
venient manner.
The display was

Japs wrestling 3 one lies
on his back and kicka,

ASIAN ART

ity ¢ both hands can X _
h-di comments upon the personality <o, e stick a‘i;ke a quarter ingenious,certainly, Down Sgain, tl.in"gl.P“m
; l;:rcﬁ;;l:l-seussed system of self-defence_ c‘;,?exis (;mlong the spectators. ¥ i el il el
whistled.
1902. while bsence
]
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Va riety Theatres (The Era, October 20, 1900)

To & seleet awdienco of newspaper men at the
Alhnmbrn on Tuesday afternoon, Mr Harton Wright

THR other school of Japaucse wrestling with clothes
on is called *“Juds,” lo this style all the throws are
done in a stauding position, and groumd wrestling is

: . i 11 =i
explained the meaning of the terms * Jujitan ' and not indulged in—it being considered that a clean hard
‘dudo"—two kinds of Japanese wre-tling. Jujitsn, thcow upon the pavement ought to be suficient to
literally translated, means fighting to the last, Iu this place an adversary hors de combat. The two Japs, who

| style of wrestling, ground wrestling with the legs {and were introduced by Mr Barton Wright, are wonder-
nak 'i‘l'ill-l:l “IE BTIGE & P WS e e _--_I.Ih:;_.'l Fm e e el -._;..;-__.... el - Hhﬂl‘ﬂ Afe t'll-l'l!l'ﬂél}'

very important facko _ ) ko v pelebrated Ji;:ﬂ:nro
recogninad that theleg|  OWING to an accident having occurred to the prineipal { ool of Japan. They

and kowever strong | orformer of the Japunese art of ** Jujitsu,” this wrest. | smartees bicthor

i . . the performance on
o E{:’:Efﬁ;faf:;ﬁﬁ ing cotertainment will not be presented at the Albam- u attempt to strangle

y ; - eepzth of Lis throat
:.T' m:-ﬂﬂ; itT‘:Iltil:mhe bra on Monday next, as announced, Sréagh of his svonk

== lLis throat, but the

.['iir'll"“-[ll'l_ﬂ'~ aleo, formw an impartant Iactor 10 toie Japtl::h:w{t!mm all off 1-'1..-1'!; and without in any way

sty be.  There are a grent many different ways nf |:1|:||.|:|E belog harmed. The exhibition had to be curtailed (o

thin; but n trained caponent, through practice, makes consequence of au accident to one of the Japs, and for

hin threat so strong that it is «uite impossible to a simiar reason an illustration of sclf.defence in o

throttbe him, and he is, therefore, quite sale againat * rougli-and-tumble * by a couple of Englishmen, one

garrotting, A great many of the throws are dooo by of whom is an expert in the use of & walking-stick, biad

allowing tour adversary to throw you, and then to | also to be “"‘]‘“1"‘"- 'l"“"; “'“"'t Jll"-?“ “t'i-‘:'*"“'?'"“
s - y E 1 inan—succeeded easily In throwing a fourteen-stone

throw Lim whilst you are in the act of falling, member of the press, who stood mrfvi_r on his defence.
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The Adventure of the Empty House

e Arthur Conan Doyle (1859-1930). Author of Sherlock
Holmes

* 1903 Conan Doyle revived Holmes in ‘The
Adventure of the Empty House’

* Holmes explained his victory over Professor
Moriarty in their struggle at Reichenbach Falls

* "baritsu, or the Japanese system of wrestling, T L
which has more than once been very useful to A
me". ’

v
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Fitzroy Report 1904

* 1902 Following the end of the second Boer War

* The British government appointed an Inter-
Departmental Committee to investigate why so

many would-be recruits had been in poor
physical condition.

b

INTER-DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON PHYSICAL
DETERIORATION.

REPORT

INTER-DEPARTMENTAL  COMMITTEE

PHYSICAL DETERIORATION.

VOL. .-REPORT AND APPENDIX.

Presentes D to botb ouses of Parliament by C

ommand of bis Majesty.
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The Russo-Japanese War (1904-5)

NOW
/I MAVE "0

ﬁ(/sm

* Jiujitsu a buzzword throughout the British Empire
* Led to the Jiujitsu Boom in Britain

| JAP THE GIANT-EILLER.

International Judo
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Kara Ashikaga School of Jiu4jitsu
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Kara Ashikaga School of Jiu4jitsu

* Guniji Koizumi initially visited the UK in 1906 [T TEACH

* In 1906 Koizumi was briefly engaged asan | i
instructor at the ‘Kara Ashikaga School of e
Jiuqjitsu’ in Liverpool

You may test its

* He met Uyenishi Sadakazu (Raku) and
Ohno Akitaro (Daibutsu), who were
performing in the music halls

atta k
TAUGHT BY PO
with perfect success. Mr. Kara Ashikag uf the Yoshi-
a corre.

an
ON LES N FREE,

erous Japanese methods
ilant. Simply enclose

ir gru.u.
um; f pusuge.

The ASHIKAGA SCHOOL of JIU-JITSU,
4, Electrio Bulldings, Maryland St., LIVERPOOL.

International Judo
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Piccadilly School of Ju-jutsu

* Uyenishi introduced Koizumi to William
Garrud

e Koizumi moved to London to teach at the
Piccadilly School of Ju-jutsu in Golden Square

* There Koizumi taught alongside Uyenishi,
Ohno, Mitsuyo Maeda and YukioTani.

e Ohno and Maeda introduced Koizumi to
Kodokan judo
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Piccadilly School of Ju-jutsu
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The Anglo-Japanese Institute  Japanese School of Ju4jitsu

) H A INSTRUCTORS OF THE JAPANESE SCHOOL OF JU.JITSU.
* SaﬂdOW S MagaZlne’ UgUSt 31’ 1905 Mr. COLLINGRIDGE. Mr. Hiraxo. ” Mg. McDonnu_J ’ Mx. Hompay.
Miss RonErys.
Mnr. Kaxava, Mn. Ewa.
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Kata taught personally and by post
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Cambrid_ge_Universit_y .

- Ve e . . st -0
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_December 30, 1905. ‘THE -PENNY ILLUSTRATED .PAPER.
Mr. C. W. Walker-Tisdals on — . - i =
* % Points about Churning,” Mr, R. E, .- T TR T N A A NI A E I R SR TA AT . Sl o k]| - | - -7

_ Tuarnbull on * Qur Milk Supply,” and R R R I T IOL TR . b el e L, oL
Mr. W. W, Qleony. on *“The Carden B O o MO RO E S ! = e A P =iele e
Farin: Its Possibilities and “Proba- I LR ot L= p ’ - SHE L= THIE. i [

bilities.” The price remains at the
moderate one of 6d., post [rec 8d.
Messry. Vinton and Co., Ltd., 9, New
Bridge Street, London, E.C., are the
publishers.

Ju-Jitsu.

Newnham, St. Margaret’s “Hull,
ond Girton are going to introduce
Ju-Jitsu, says a writer in the Sunday
Pimes. This is a matter “of con- . . . = f .
gratulation, as, besides being very fas- - . : e B - fhe = o = Do e
cinating, this (to us) novel accomplish- - LN i - : = -
ment has several useful advantapges.
It teaches great guickness of brain,
eye, and muscle in conjunction, u
training which can only be beneficial, {
and how delightful the feeling of
assurance of any girl who koows she
can, in whatever unfereseen circum-
stance, protect herself as ably as (it
used to bo supposed) the stoutest
prize-fighter. Unlike most athletics
tor girls, Ju-Jitsu does not over-
develop the muscles, or in any way
spo.l the graceful symmetry of
figcure which is woman's best inheri-
tance. Physical strength is not
necessary, quickness and knack are
the elements required for success.
Both thess accomplishments can be
prolessionally taught 1o anyone; but,
of vourse, the person who thinks and
moves quickly learns her lesson easier, - - v Photo, [owden.

TIYT werrres A ave . ___u3___ % L S D T SURY WS WY SN L. NI TN NN S | . . a R -

—rEnla -

W o, T A=
e

International Judo

e UM (oo

THE MUSEUM OF

E A S T The Library

ASIAN ART

) BATH




Several books published

e Tani and Miyake (1906)
* The game of juqjitsu for the use of schools and colleges
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Several books published

* Uyenishi (1906) The text-book of ju-jutsu as practised in Japan
« Watts (1906) The fine art of jujutsu
e Skinner (1904) Jiu-jitsu the Japanese method of attack and self defense

International Judo
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Books published

* Apollo (William Bankier) (1905) Ju-jitsu what it really is
* Baden-Powell (1908) Scouting for boys

]intw ;;aﬁ:sw..d. ,N\

u~-
Jitsy

What i
Really '|s
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“By Ju-Jitsu, the muscles and body are developed in a natural
way in the open air as a rule. It requires no apparatus, and
once the muscles have been formed by it they do not
disappear again when you cease the practices as is the case in
ordinary gymnastics.

Admiral Kamimura, the great Admiral of our friends the
Japanese, strongly recommends all young men and lads to
practise Ju-Jitsu, as it not only makes them strong, but also

quick in the mind.”

Scouting for boys (1908) Lord Baden Powell
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Koizumi Guniji

Koizumi had previously visited the
UK in 1906 - 1907

Returned from America in 1910

Just before the Anglo-Japanese
Exhibition in White City.

', hlg
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Anglo Japanese Exhibition 1910

* Ohno and Koizumi — Japanese wrestlers

International Judo

UniverS| UH Research Unit
Hertfordshlre 40] O

2 | THE MUSEUM OF

E AST The Library

& | ASIAN ART

UNIVERSITY OF




- d /‘t.b ATe 4- - 10 .
" " T "A-(—-;—r*“‘ - o MI’P"-‘. ,.. /xlf
OlZUl I II l I | I I G e el doy 7 6 TBvast favense Haidasl & be tossiine. /._4.“
Crnads “ ‘4‘
wgh“_l-77,, £z .anﬂ:ad--wd.w?
. .

qu,u/’uz‘/ V) adaph fxts Rl Priadd, eutac(/r“:sl

- ’
4 ,«;a'.- meSirnal u% ’.‘61‘ Goeles 4

oveler Aex

e Handwritten
autobiography

wwfwn.a erred ﬂﬁﬂn"‘)"

el b S, Gk e Hae ey

audt 4 u«w/.a.a

* Alien Registration R

Card

e Held in the Bowen
Archive

awdt Mecs rakent

%
(“"'M) OAa lém/‘kv‘,?l peniler @ A
u*@a‘/&ﬁ[o/ mmﬁ]&m L““‘(‘f

AL b

252 | THE MUSEUM OF

International Judo

Resea rch Unit
UM 14070

University
Hertfordshlre

E AST The Library

ASIAN ART




'. el -
f Xk ’ ¥, . N
¥ .t .
L4 :
3t \Zt/««(zm(/u/m
Aotiey sne £
L L\l,l‘\) v oLy P . :
Az,.,_,; - ’ -,\——ﬁk’zz—vrrr‘éf"'—/m i~ I8 ,5' :
QR e ‘n(';;\,{.;n‘ L fk’»{x/' Fa VLl 6444-(.( Oy e bl O k‘“/‘ “/Q.:.
‘#"' \‘:‘-u,[-.‘_’ 1"’ “"t - /. 4 g
mw«zﬁm e r Rl ) G  omaagi v K e s : 7

. ’

-

pem—

: ’ 4
= L A 4 -— p ¥ LA [ L ".(4 pl"(‘{d(
a (S 4./.,/ fn cldQ‘o/ (/—-A ,/ (4 raa 7 ol & &
£, /(( £ . [&

r . v PEALA ™
- Aad dcbn 5N 4 #

-
Ovaér amd welid /'fh/ﬁw-( e Sk s N l-é

’

Leccbal nodl Gacet

~
S '/ ‘-«r'*i""‘yd"-' Lwr o AT~ WY e Jpta Jaad B

A .(-‘..
. ey, A b, (ekt & 7

udd 4 Kamdresd = | e RO
-
L R e

PR A Ny 44;4‘J '

THE MUSEUM OF

E AST The Library

ASIAN ART

JUDO University of Resgarch Ut
22y BATH p e Hertfordshire UH '-40]0




Ernest Harrison

» Studied Ju-jutsu (Tenshin Shinyo-ryu)
* In 1897 at the Hagiwara Ryoshinsai dojo, Yokohama §
* Moved to Tokyo and joined the Kodokan |

e Achieved shodan at the Kodokan.

THE FIGHTIMG
SPIRIT OF JAPAN
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William E. Steers

* Steers had met Koizumi at the Golden Square
Schoolin 1906

* During a visit to Japan in 1912 he was awarded
shodan by the Koddokan aged 55

* He joined the Budokwai on 29 November 1918

* By the end of the year had taken on the role as
Honorary Secretary

* Encouraged the fledgling society to adopt Kodokan
judo
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Advertising

* In the initial months, the Budokwai
did not use the termjudo

* An advertisement in Health and
Strength states: ‘Budokwai
(Knighthood Club) for Jujitsu’

e Archival material, shows how the
principles of the society changed.

2SR | THE MUSEUM OF

B B AR
o E AS | The Library _{,-,"-- = P
G A \—“

%5 | ASIAN ART

University of |t Jjjul
Hertfordshire "‘{0 0




A perfect manhood

On 21 December 1918, Steers gave a
lecture at the Budokwai

‘A perfect manhood and judo of the
Kodokan’

The lecture was heavily promoted and
was reported in the Sunday Times
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Principles of Budokwai
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Summary

* Yukio Tani

* Sadakazu Uyenishi
* William Bankier

e Gunji Koizumi

* Ernest Harrison

e William E. Steers

e Lafcadio Heamn

* Rev. Thomas Lindsay
* Jigoro Kano

e Basil Hall Chamberlain
* Tetsujiro Shidachi

 Edward William Barton-
Wright
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Grateful thanks to Richard Bowen
and University of Batl

* Richard Bowen (Judo) Collection: A collection of archival
material and publications relating to the history of judo
assembled by Richard Bowen(1926 — 2005), judoka and
sports historian.

e https://www.bath.ac.uk/corporate-information/richard-bowen-judo-collection/

e | izzie Richmond

* University of Bath Archivist & Records Manager JUDO J‘UDO
« e.richmond(@bath.ac.uk

"+ RICHARD BOWEN RICHARD BOWEN

International Judo
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https://www.bath.ac.uk/corporate-information/richard-bowen-judo-collection/
mailto:e.richmond@bath.ac.uk

Thanks to the Museum of East Asian Art

* 12 Bennett Street, Bath BA12QJ, UK info(@meaa.org.uk
* Judo: A Cultural History of Martial Art, 17 July 2021 to 12 March 2022

tural-history-of-martial-art/
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mailto:info@meaa.org.uk
https://meaa.org.uk/event/judo-a-cultural-history-of-martial-art/

Women and the Japanese Martial Arts in the
Early Twentieth Century

* Dr Amanda Callan-Spenn
* WEDNESDAY, 29 SEPTEMBER 2021 FROM 19:00 -20:00 UTC+01

* https://meaa.org.uk/event/women-and-the-japanese-martial-arts-in-the-early-twentieth-century
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https://meaa.org.uk/event/women-and-the-japanese-martial-arts-in-the-early-twentieth-century

Thank you
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Questions:
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